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States/Countries of birth listed in the Greensboro Vt Census

CENSUS YEARS
Location 1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900
N.A,
Calif. 1
Canada 6 39
Canada-English 35
Canada-French 18
Canada-Quebec 69
Conn. 5 1 T 2
England 6 15 5 6
Florida 1 1 3
Georgia 2
lllinois 1 5
Indiana 1 1
Ireland 14 7 11 7
Maine 1 6 5
Massachusetts 14 11 18 11
Minn. 1
Missouri 1 2
New Hampshire 61 35 48 74
New Jersey 1
New York 2 2 20 11
Ohio 2
Penn. 2
Portugal 1
Rhode Island 1 1
Scotland ;i 90 73 29
South Carolina 1 1 1
Vermont 838 813 787 694
Wales 1 1

Wisconsin 1



You are invited to
The Opening of
The 2001 Summer Exhibit

“Century Families:
Many Roots to Greensboro”

June 30, 2001
3:00 to 5:00

Greensboro Historical Society
Breezy Avenue
Greensboro

Please bring your family members
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Why were these families selected?

Selection was based on families that have
lived in Greensboro for more than 100 years and
still have descendants living and /or working in
this area.

They came with diverse talents, capabilities
and experiences from Scotland, French Canada,
Portugal and England.

Most were farmers when they arrived a
century ago. Their descendants have since gone
into other professions and trades. A few of them
are still farmers.

This is the first in a series of

exhibits featuring Greensboro
residents.
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EMIGRATION FACTORS IN SCOTLAND

The Scottish emigration began in the 19th century due to
changing industrial and agricultural conditions within their country.

Various areas within Scotland specialized in manual techniques
of pattern weaving involving silk, cotton and lace. Around 1877, the
invention and implementation of the power loom hastened the decline
of the hand loom weavers.

A new breed of cows were bred which produced large quantities
of higher quality milk. Hand milking gave way to the invention of the
milking machine. Larger herds required larger patches of land which
now replaced the old tenant farms of yore. As the herds increased and
the volume of milk increased, milk quotas were established, forcing
more farmers to opt out and start herding beef and sheep. As farm
expansion increased, land became unavailable forcing individuals to
look elsewhere for cheap available farm land on which to earn a living
and raise a family.

At about the same time, Vermont went thru the "Starvation Year"
in 1816. Vermont suffered frost every month, crops froze and the
farmers moved to homesteads elsewhere. Land became available,
suitable for sheep and cattle. In addition, textile mills were being
established within the state.

The Industrial and Agricultural Revolution impacted the Scottish
farmers and their cottage industries. Their choice was to seek other
areas to earn a living and raise a family...10% of the immigrants who
came to Greensboro in the 1800's were from Scotland.



EARLY SCOTTISH SETTLERS

Of the numerous Scottish (Scotch) families that emigrated to Greensboro
from their native land several founded large and prominent families in this
and neighboring towns. The most significant of these to Greensboro vere:

George and Mary Young who settled in __ 1849 on the farm nov owned by

Earl Hanson. Their offspring include selectmen George and Everett Young,
several prosperous farmers, Donald Drown, Albert Young and have numerous
descendants currently living in CGreensboro amd nearby towns. John and Elizabeth
(Patterson) Gebbie who settled on the farm where Sidney Stone has built his
summer home. Their offspring have included numerous prosperous and, praninent
farmers including Thomas Gebbie and his sons, Alpha and Foster and his son
Donald.

Several well-known Scottish families came to Massachusetts first before
moving on to Greensboro and Craftsbury, those included Jason and Royal White
and Mary (Patterson) White who moved north from Oakham, MA in 1834 and John and
Mary (Cunningham) Urie who moved north in 1833,

In addition to the above the following also came to Greensboro from
Scotland: Cuthbertson, McLellan, McFarlane, Ritchie, Jardine, MclLaren, Barclay,

Simpson, Wilson, (Include stories of trip over.)



SCOTTISH FAMILIES

Of the numercus Scottish families that came directly to Greensboro the
following tale recounts with humor and pathos the advantures and the route that
some took to get here in 1830 as told in part by Mr. J, C. Taylor in 1900.

"Mr. Barclay although long a resident of this town, is a native of neither
this town nor country, but was born in Dondonald, Scotland. When he was about
24 years of age he decided to emigrate to America. The party with which Mr.
Barclay sailed in the year A.D. 1830 consisted of himself, John Simpson, wife
and five children, William Anderson and Miss Ann Moodie who aftervards became his
vife, William Steele, James Mitchell and William Woodburn, vife and two children.
When the party sailed from Creenock, almost all were on deck to see the last that
could be seen of their beloved land as the vessel started on its long and tedious
voyage." One "person provoked amusement’ later on wher baving just taken something
from his pocket, he was asked for something else that was in it, by exclaiming,
'Why didna you speak for it while my hand' was in my pouch.'

"Our friends found that an ocean voyage was not all pleasure." In the
1830s and 1B40s the ships they sailed on were very crowded. Below decks there
vas one corridor about one hundred feet long. On wach side of this were small
cubicles about six feet by six feet square into which they placed four, perhaps
related, people. Each vas allowed three quarts of water per day for all purposes
and one pound of bread. There was no medical attention. It was expected that
10-20% of the passengers would die and be buried at sea before the ship landed at
Quebec or Montreal.*

To make things even worse if possible, "they were assailed by stormy
wveather and by sea sickness. We do not know whether any of them felt as bad as
the man who, on being attacked by that dread disease, begged his friend to promise

him to care for his remains, but who, a few days later, told Zﬁis frien§7 that he

*The description from Family Names, Their Origin and History by J.N. Hook, p. 103




need not trouble himself about it as he didn't think there would be any remains /left/ .
We do know however, Lhat some ol them had a generous share ol thal malady. lo

add to their discomfort, a storm settled down upon the sea, and for more than a day
the passengers vere nailed down in the hold, wvhile the ship was tossed by the
vaves. During that time they must have had space to calculate how far it was to the
bottom of the ocean. Mr. and Mrs. Simpson were helped during their sea sickness by
the young Mr, Barclay, who has ever since been honored by invitations to all their
family gatherings. At length, after six weeks and two days spent upon the ocean,
their long tedious voyage was ended, and the weary but thankful voyagers stepped
ashore at (uebec. From there they came to Burlington by way of Montreal where

Mr. Barclay remained a short time. Mr. Anderson, Mr. Simpson and Mrs. Mitchell
leavi_ng their friends at Burlington, came on foot to Craftsbury. The others

vere brought into town by David Moodie. Mr. John Simpson had been preceeded to
this country by his brother George, who was so well pleased with this beautiful

and promising neighborhood that he urged his brother to come to the castle, as he
jokingly called it, which he had prepared for then. ...The goods and the two
younger children George and John were taken from East Craftsbury on an ox

cart to the castle. The road up through the woods by Mr. Egggigfs was rough being
made of logs. The cart went jolting along until it came to a place more uneven
than usual and then over it went and smash went the choice china which had come

in safely thousands of miles over a storm tossed ocean, when almost at its destina-
tion, When they finally reached their castle they found that that lordly edifice
consisted of a little log cabin located where now stands the large and commodious
buildings of William 8. Simpson Lﬁow, in 1987, the howe of Mary Sartoriqé?.

For thirty-three years after caning to this countr} théy all lived in Greensboro
and Craftsbury, vo that the parents could start any morning and see all their sons

and daughters before night.



3,

"Mr. Barclay, who, when the party came /here from Montreal?..remained behind
«++,800n came on to Burlington, where he stayed for a time working at his trade in
a cabinet shop, getting good pay but having to take it in barter at the stores.
But he too before long came to this neighborhood buying the farm on which he now
lives /recently 1987 Lester Collier's/. He remained however for a time at East
Craftsbury working at the wvheelwright trade with Liberty McIntire. In 1834 his
father, mother, brother and three sisters followed him to this country. The
father lived to be 74 and the mother B4 years of age. Mr. Barclay married Ann
Patterson.

"John Patterson, Mr. Barclay's father-in-law, came from Scotland in 1820,
his vife in 1821. Two pf their twelve children wefe borm in Scotland, ten lived
to grow up. There are about a hundred twenty relatives nov living.

"Only three who came over in that company from Scotland seventy years ago
are nov living, viz., Mr, Barclay and George Simpson of Connecticut who are

both present today and Mrs. Janet Mitchell of East Craftsbury."
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vpituary + ¢ f -

The funeral service for Albert
"Young, aged 77 years, whop died ‘sud-
denly Sunday afterncon, October 18,'
after & four days' illness at the Mary
Fletcher Hospital in Burlington, was
held Tuesday alternoon, October 20,
at the Greensboro church of which he
was a member, Mr. Young had been
in ill health for a month before going
,to’ Burlington for obaer\'ntion__a_.pd

| .
treatment.

Albert *Yourg was born the eldest
of five children to James Young and
Jeanette Cutibertson Young on the
Urie Farm ia Greensboro, salways
having been a resident of this town.

On December 27, 1892 he was mar-
ried to Margaret Taylor, daughter of
Deacon and Mrs. ‘John Taylor and
they would have reached their 50th
wedding anniversary in December had
Mr. Young lived. Two sons were born
to them, one dying in infancy and the
son, Bruce, who lives with his mother
now. Their early ‘married life was
lived for 15 years on the farm now
owned by A. J. Gebbie, later thug/-’
owned the Summey and Leslie Shatney®
farms,

Mr. Young was a well to do farmer,
having always followed the occupa-
tion of farming until he retired about
cight years ago, when he bought. ».
home in the village. Although
did not hold many town offices he h
a keen interest in the business of
town. He served as road commi
sioner at one time. He was a loyal
church uttendant and contributed
liberally ta the church and its mission
work, '

The pastor, Rev. Maurice Mahler,
and a former pastor, Rev. Franklin
Collins, of Topsham officiated at the
funeral service. The bearers were
five cousins and a nephew, namely,
John Black, Roy Young, Everett
Young, Alpha Gebbie, Foster Gebbie
and George Willey.

Besides his wife and son he is sur-
vived by two sisters, Mrs, Jennie
Campbell, of Hreensboro, Mrs, Mary
Deibler of Orlando, Florida and by
one bother, Andrew Young, of Crafts-
bury.

Interment wus jo the village ceme-
tery. ! i

The deep sympathy of the com-
munity is extended ;:Mrs. Young apd
, family. D ) '

—— Ve
CARD GF THANKS '

{ LT |

We wish in this way to express our
deep appreciation and thanks for the
many ‘kindnesses from our neighbors,
I relatives and friends during the illness
and death of our husband and father,
and for the beautiful floral tributes.

‘ Mra. A bert Young and son,

Bruece Young
Mr, pnd Mrs. 8, W, Campbell
l and fumily
Andrew Young and family
|
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CHOICE.........make a living in a city environment
o make a living in the New World
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GREENSBORO







JOSEPHINE WILLIAM
WHITE YOUNG

MARION ROY
WILLIAM JOSEPHINE YOUNG l

WILLIAM YOUNG
1841 - 1919

—
JOSEPHINE WHITE

1849 - 1929

CRAFTSBURY CRAFTSBURY




N Marion yolmj
: 1 Drvwon

Norwesel 9(21,9-)
1444

$oth Wwedding anm versory

9/29/01 24%.s.



DONALD HAZEL. RUTH ARTHUR ﬁ
s Tl il Ay e HAROLD DROWN 1900-1918 GREENSBORO

ARTHUR WILLIAM DROWN 1904-1988
PENNSYLVANIA

HAZEL DROWN 1913- MONTPELIER

RUTH DROWN 1917 - 1989 ORLEANS

CHILPDREN ef NORWweoD and MARION
Drow vV

DONALD DROWN
1911 - 1987

GREENSBORO  GREENSBORO
FARMER._ KAISER FARM

LAURA DROWN AT
ART AND HOBBY SHOW 1977

DONALD DROWN

LAURA JORDAN
1913 -

WORCESTER, MA
LOOMEN'S UML) HEIFER PRETECT

===



NORWOOD DROWN
1869 -

SALOMIL L

FATHER : NELSON
GXWMTN MILTIA

MARION YOUNG
1879 -

CRAFTSBURY K
JOSEPHINE MARION NORWOOD

YOUNG DROWN

MARION NORWOOD

JOSEPHINE MARION D. NORWOOD D.
HAROLD D. inf
WILLIAM Y. MARY P. W. ROYAL W.




Drown Lauredon dairy




Donald Drown made this clock
for his wife, Laura

Donald Drown made this
table from bird’s eye maple
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Donald and Laura Drown’s Farm in the Village
Formerly Melvin and Kaiser farm

Daw'd Rovert  Jawmes Alfred
Sons oF Tevald and havee Sroess



DONALD DROWN WITH CLOCKS HE
MADE FOR EACH OF HIS SONS

DONALD H. DROWN

Dopnald H. Drown, 78, dled
Thursday in Copley Hospltal
Momsv:lle

~ Born in Greensboro June 29,
1911 he was the son of Norwood

LaForest and Manon Jane (Young) ;

Drown .
" He attended Greensboro
schools and later attended technical

school in Worcester, Mass., where he

met Laura Jordan. They were
mamed April 25, 1936. |

“For many years the couple
owned and operated the Lauredon
Jersey Farms and Milk Processing
Plant, and the Lauredon Dairy.

A former president of the Ver-
mont Jersey Cattle Club, he was
proprietor of the Lauredon Village
apartments in Greensboro, and
director of Heifer Project Inter-
national for more than 30 years.

A" wellknown cabinet’ maker
and lifetime member of the Green-
sboro United Church of Christ, he

was also the organizer of the Inter-
" faith Banquets in the Greensboro,

Hardwick and Cra!tsbury area.'He

' wasra member of Caspian Masomc
\ [ ¥

i SR & R R

£

‘Lodge 87 of Hardwxck and of

Casplan Lake Grange.

.~ Survivors include his wife,
‘Laura. of 'Greensboro; four sons,

" _Alfred Drown of Williston, Robert
" Drown of Burlington, James Drown

‘of Hardwick and David Drown of
Greensboro; two sisters, ‘Hazel
Rogers, Montpelier, and Ruth Blan-
chard, Orleans; one brother, Arthur
Drown, Blue Bell, Pa.; four gran-
ddaughters; seven grandsons; and

"“one great granddaughter.

Funeral services will be held at

.the Drown home .in Greensboro
. ,Saturday, Sept. 26, at 1:30 p.m. In-
~terment will be in the Greensboro

Village Cemetery.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Heifer Project Inter-

national, Overlook Farm, RR 1, P.O.
- Box 174-A, Ruhand Mass. 01543
$:9761.%

Arrangements are under the
direction 'of John -and Marge des
Groseilliers of the Holcomb-des
Groseilliers Funeral Home. Church
Street Hardmck F
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£ 'L‘i‘,‘ﬁl-j ss '«.--.hmmiw, !

N

2 4;7@4(9

/. B8bl

)

|+}9§‘

‘@s.



JAMES DROWN
1943 - 2001 Faee

GREENSBORO HARDWICK
MARRIED

ROWENA STEVENS

CIIMO RIDS

JAIMIE DROWN
RHONDA DROWN

JARRET DROWN

RHONDAS FAMILY

,;

SR WHONDA’S FAMILY
RHONDA DROWN i

= ‘

e i o A W SRk,

WANNAH  CHELSea
REBECAI¥



KAISER FARM
ALFLE D

I DONALD'S SONS

TJAMES

ROBELT

AT THE .

DAVID

ROBERT DAVID
ALFRED LAURA JIM
DROWN

ALFRED DROWN
1940 -

GREENSBORO
COC , HL Sla TOVRING, , 8cHOPL BUS DRIVER.

1
NO CRHILDREN



TAMES DROWN
FAMILY

JIM DROWN JARRET ; 8

RHONDA ROWENA JAIMIE JARRETT’S FAMILY
RYAN KAEL DIANE
JACOB RENEE

JARRETT’S SON JACOB
JARRET’S DAUGHTER KAELA DROWN




TAMES DRowN
FAMILY

JARRETT AND JAIMIE

JAIMIE AND MARGUISE

MARQUISE JAIMIE JESSES

JESSE AND MEHRYN DROWN MEHRYN




ROBERT DROWN
1944 -

MARRIED

NANCY AKLEY
| ALYSSA

- DAWN AND TYLER j

ROBERT AND ALYSSA DROWN

ROBERT’S SON SCOTT AND TERRY




DAVID DROWN §

FAMILY

JORDAN DROWN




DAVID DROWN

GREENSBORO

KIM KNUDSEN
ANGEL DOUQLAS

KYLE DROWN 1980
TAN DROWN1982
ALEC DROWN 1984

GREENSBORO

IAN, KYLE, JORDIE, DAVE AND ALEC

JORDAN DROWN
1994

GREENSBORO










MO LELLAN FARM

MARTHA YOUNG JOHN MC LELLAN JOHN GEBBIE POl 1.1 A B TH PATTERSON |
1826 - 1880 came Gl 1000 o (= TR | {550 T

KILMARNOCK  GREFASRORO | AYAESHINE  GREENSBORO

AYERSHIRE  GREENSBORO :
VRN 1§82 fohEENIRAD  MIARY STONE BARM

P ' : | JENETTE GEBBIE 1849 -
ARY ANN MC LELLAN | P ——— oy |

L 'GEORGE W. LUMSDEN |

1850 - 1934 | N GEW.LU J

i { 1 t (man s wnsT) —
ssed b Meptahors - 2
[ b Mapi Rtk B8k FaeM =3 MCODUAL FanM -
o ’ _—
= il i

MELLIE BABCOCK M ALPHA GEBBIE FOSTER THOMAS GEBBIE - BESSIE SILVER
1878 - 1964 | 1878 - 1958 1891 - 1957 1897 - 1955

CRETNSBORO ROCKING ROCK FARM  GREENSBORO | o CRERGHORO GREENSBORO
R BOAADIMG HoVIE oy Batsabei) AFTTER S

DONALD GEBBIE

| GRAVGE, SELBTNAW, SaihConvt.Conf,
1925 - 1980

GREENSBORO GRFENSBORO
| Mance s Gosain rAsm

SUSAN GEBBIE 1948 - DONALD GEBBIE 1951 - PETER GEBBIE 1955 -

AILEEN SHEA SANDRA KING 1959

GHEENSBORO
MARKIED

~ WILBUR LOCKE

JENNIFER MERCIER 1970 DEBORAH LOCKE 1971 CHRISTOPHER GEBBIE 1981 SARAH GEBBIE 1981
PATRICK GE 4
G GEBAIE. 156 KATHERINE GEBBIE 1984

JEREMY MERCIER 1972 JOANNE LOCKE 1973 KEVIN GEBBIE 1984
AMY LOCKE 1974 ELIZABETH GEBBIE 1988 [ | MARGO GEBBIE 1989

JREENSRORO __ - RADT ALBANY s SREENSBORO _ ) ——




JOHN MC LELLAN

Coame 'aca)v, bfo'f/a ncJ rarmec]

1822 - 1909 Mayplehurst

AYERSHIRE  GREENSBORO

s
}

MARTHA YOUNG
1826 - 1880

KILMARNOCK GREENSBORO

JOHN MCCLELLAN MARTHA YOUNG

MC LELLAN FARM

m— e

THE MCLELLANS LIVED ON MAPLEHURST FARM Al
GEBBIES LIVED AT ROCKING ROCK FARM, LATER AT
MAPLEHURST. MARY ANN AND MARTHA MCLELLAN MARRIED
THOMAS AND JAMES GEBBIE RESPECTIVELY. THE REST OF THE
CHILDREN WENT TO CALIFORNIA.

H.S. TOLMAN SOLD OUR FARM (MAPLEHURST) TO JOHN
MCLELLAN, DECEMBER 15, 1877. JOHN MCLELLAN DEEDED
ONE-HALF INTEREST IN FARM AND BUILDINGS AND LAND TO
TOM GEBBIE IN 1883. ON JOHN’S DEATH, THE OTHER ONE-HALF
INTEREST WENT TO TOM, HIS SON-IN-LAW. THIS HAPPENED ON
AUGUST 26, 1898. TOM DIED; MARY ANN GEBBIE DEEDE THE
FRM TO FOSTER T. ON APRIL 20, 1920.

HE




JHI_L?I,+c=ﬁ oF Tohn and Martha Mele liad

MARY ANN MC LELLAN
1850 - 1934

ed : Themns Gebbie.
QQ 5@4 at f\/a; QL:WST
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JOHN GEBBIE
1813 - 1905

AYRESHIRE GREENSBORO

1832 Yo GREENSRORO MPRN STOVE FARM
PrY
1

ELIZABETH PATTERSON
1820 - 1885

JENETTE GEBBIE 1849 -

MARRIED

|
|
l

GEORGE W. LUMSDEN ‘:‘ .
1843 - 1911 THOMAS GEBBIE

1846 - 1919

Marred MRry [ 1 P M:.Le”ﬂh/ (MAYLE HUYL‘)T)
ROCKING ROLIC FARM —) MCUEUAN FARM




TOM GEBBIE AND MARY ANN MCCLELLAN i




Childrer oF Thonts Cabbie wsl Mary Ans Melellan Gebbic

FOSTER THOMAS GEBBIE
1891 - 1957

GREENSBORO GREENSBORO

MAPLEHDRST GEBBIE FARM

r - FOSTER THOMAS GEBBIE \

ALPHA GEBBIE

1878 - 1958

ROCKING ROCK FARM  GREENSBORO



ALPHA GEBBIE
1878 - 1958

ROCKING ROCK FARM  GREENSBORO

i
M
|

MELLIE BABCOCK
1878 - 1964

GREENSBORO
RAN BOARDING HOUSE ot BRoNWYA POTTERS

ALPHA AND MELLIE
50™ ANNIVERSARY




FOSTER THOMAS GEBBIE
1891 - 1957

GREENSBORO GREENSBORO

MAPLEHVDRST 4EBBIE FARM

BESSIE SILVER

BESSE AND MOTHER HARRIET SILVER



FOSTER AND BESSIE GEBBIE

———

Il FOSTER GEBBIE .




Foster nud Pessic Gebb:cs Child ren

THOMAS HOWARD
HARRIET DONALD
RUTH BETTY ANNE
1938

THOMAS GEBBIE 1919 - 1956

GREENSBORO GREENSBORO

HOWARD GEBBIE 1921 - 1945
BOR GERMANY
HARRIET GEBBIE1923 - 1990

GREENSBORO ILLINOIS

RUTH GEBBIE 1930 -

GREENSBORO

ELIZABETH GEBBIE1932 -

GREENSBORO
DoNA!al Gebbie 1925 - 1982

Cmreens boro

. ®
HOWARD GEBBIE &



Donald Gebbic.

BETTY ANNE GEBBIE



DONH/J and MﬂJelf.rve Geélﬁe and ai/a/r’eh’

DONALD GEBBIE

GRANGE , SELECTMAN,) Sol~CoNs.(oM ,
1925 - 1980

GREENSBORO GREENSBORO
MAPLE HURST 6 EBBIE FARM

1925 -17g80

DONALD GEBBIE, SR. HAD BEEN A SELECTMAN, LONG-TIME
MEMBER OF CASPIAN LAKE GRANGE. HOLDING MANY OFFICES,
INCLUDING THAT OF MASTER, A MEMBER OF THE GREENSBORO
CURCH OF CHRIST, SERVING ON ITS DIACONATE BOARD, A
MEMBER OF THE GREENSBORO CEMETERY ASSOCIATION AND
THE SOIL CONSERVATION COMMITTEE. “THE GEBBIE FARM IS
RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF THE MOST OUTSTANDING AND
PROSPEROUS IN THE GREENSBORO AREA.




MADELINE GREAVES
1919 -

MORRISVILLE

PIAND SORGAN PLAYER,, MENTAL HEALTH LobR i

1919 ~

MADELINE GREAVES WAS BORN IN 1919 IN MORRISVILLE. HER
FATHER WAS CLIFTON M. GREAVES AND HER MOTHER WAS
DORRIS BARROWS. MADELINE PLAYS THE PIANO AND ORGAN,
IS AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
(CRADLE ROLL). HER MAJOR OCCUPATION SINCE 1972 HAS
BEEN MENTAL HEALTH WORK AT THE VERMONT STATE
HOSPITAL IN WATERBURY. SHE IS IN CHARGE OF THE
“REMEMBRANCE PROGRAM”. THE PROGRAM MAKES SURE
THAT EVERONE AT THE HOSPITAL IS “REMEMBERED™ AT LEAST
ONE DAY A YEAR BY PARTICIPATING CHURCHES IN THE STATE.
THE NUMBERS HAVE DECLINED TO ABOUT 40 PERSONS OVER
THE YEARS. BUT THE PROGRAM IS STILL. ACTIVE. MADELINE IS
ON THE STEERING COMMITTEE, WHICH SEES TO IT THAT THE
PATIENST GET PERSONAL ARTICLES THEY NEED. MADELINE

HERSELF STILL “REMEMBERS” ONE PERSON AT THE HOSPITAL.




L e e
Some Teles I Remember Which Vere Told To e . Madeline Ge bbiec.

Grandms Mary Ann Gebbie, (Dons1ld's grendmother), wes a very stern

voman. The day Tom was born she made Bessie scrub the hardwood kitchen

flooron her hends snd knees. She used to get ready for church every Sundey

send sit in the ysrd and honk the horn to hurry Bessie who h=d siflchildren

to get resdy. The kids were never allowed to play csrds or whistle on

Sundays bul 2s soon as she went for her nap, they would tske off for Long

Pond to fish and swim--two more forbidden joys. VWhen she sold Foster aznd

Bessie the ferm, she stated in the deed thst they should nrovide for her the

rest of her life aznd at her death provide for her & decent Christisn burisal.

Foster never punished Tom, Howard, and Donsld but once. Then he lined
them up on the bsrn bridge and really strapped them. .

One day when I wes ironing a hendsome man came to the door end éaid,

I'm Donald Gebbie. Thinking he was & fresh sslesmsn I said I'll bet you sre.
But he proved to be son of George wno was in the car. We had & wonderful
visit asnd I hope someday to get to Rochester, W. Y. to see thst bresnch of
the fsmily which is more related to Lester.

Fowerd, Donald's brother, was married only two weeks when he wss killed
oversegs. His wife was the lovely Betty B. with whom I still keep in close
contect 2nd who used to come visit us every five yesrs. She married a super
man, Lewis Frizzell, who became very dear to Fuster end Bessie.

Rutiiie hzs the cradle which rocked Foster and Alpha. I used it for auhile
for Pat but it wes uncomfortable and Ruth made it into a magszine holder.

Bessie wss g besutiful women from wh:t everyone has told me. She did =
lot of solo work in town zs did mv mother. She went with my uncle who married

my dsd's sister before she met Foster. How different life might have been!
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DONALD AND MADELINE
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MAPLEHURST FARM
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SEBBIE’S SUGAR ON SNOW PARI
GEBBIE’S !




ANNUAL SUGAR PARTY

For meny yesrs Foster had wsnted to invite the entire town to
e sugar perty et the farm. We did exsctly that the very yesr before
he died so he got to enjoy st least one. One yeear we had it on s
Thursday because Betty Anne was there but it wass more successful on
Ssundays. Donsld and the boys would pack boxes of snow awhile before
the psrty 2nd crowds could est on both sides of the sugarhouse. I
made the pickles for the event. It usually took about 10 quarts snd
lo-12 dozen raised do-nuts snd 8 gallons of syrup. Over the yesrs
several people ceme who had never tasted sugar on snow before. I
remember the first time Bruce tried it. He had syrup drizzling down
to his chin. The farmers would gather around the pasn and talk with
Donald about.current farm issues. There were children of all ages
end it was a plessure to wateh them plsy together. There wes never
a fight and ‘they 211 romped through the woods and enjoyed each other.
Some people ceme for the do-nuts and didn't like syrup. Others
came for the homemade pickles. Dottie Gebbie could probszbly est
more sugar than snyone else. Esther slwasys came with s load of my
neices and nephews. It was a socisl gathering for sbout 100, people
escch year. One time Donald said we had 99 and & pregnant woman——
it came thet close to 100.

Even when production yesrs were not up to normsl we had it just
the same. People would even assk us when it wgs going to tske plsace.
Merjorie Blair's mother like it so much that she welked one year snd
had & sign on her back saying '"Gebbies!' Sugarplace'. ¥

Donald did many wonderful things in his day such ss cut down
hedge rows and make beautiful fields. He even took forest st Hardwick
end made more field. The sugarhouse used to be down in the mud st
the bottom of .the hill. For two years he dreamed and planned how
to move it and still keep the originsl hand hewn beams snd the same
design. He finelly did it snd the location was so much more handy.

He put in & cement floor so you didn't have to wallow in the mud.

It was neat putting the refrig. out there so the men could eat anytime
they wanted snd I could send all necesssry pots and pans and staples
out the first day of ‘sugasring.

My boys were brought up on syrup. They end also the help could
drink s cupful ‘every time they csme in with a losd of sap. It was
an ecomonical move when they hed two rigs to gather sap so the boys
didn't have time to have a snoball fight while the tub was drasining.
It was like pulling teeth for me to get Donald to let one of the boys
boil in case &n emergency occurred. Under protest he let Donnie try
it snd then there ceme the spring he didn't have the power to get out
there, much less boil. #%That season he went ‘out once but it took
him & long time to make?it across the field snd I imsgine it was hard
for him to reslize he could no longer take over.
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Gallon $6.
“Half Gallon 8.
Quart 2.
Pint, L 1

AT ‘Halr Pint.

Coa -. F. O.;B.Greensboro

-

Maple Syrup Pr'lces are as follows:

Packagng
00 .25
25 .20
00 215
10 ¢ ai10
.75 xIO W

e

There 18 no cha.rge for packaging in case lﬂts of 4 or 6

. f'Half Pmts

I’”.."‘-.Gallons or 6 Ha.lf G&l]ons or 12 Quartq or

12}P1nts or 12
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Syrup continues to dribble
forsomearea farmers

Maple sugaring season isn't
quite finished in the Hardwick area,
but most local producers are ex-
periencing a poor season along with
therest of the state.

A late start combined with a
warm spell in late March spelled
disaster for most producers in Ver-
mont.Less than halfanaverage crop
is expected, and only a small percen-
tage of what has been produced is

ncy. .
. But in North Greensboro there
is still & lot of snow in some places,
and Donnie and Peter Gebbie are
still hopmg foranaverage year.

As of Monday the Gebbies had
hot done well, but Peter Gebbie said
the 'season isn't over yet. “T heard
another cold front is coming in, and
that Fould make a poor year into an
aver age year,” he said. "We haven't

§any ancy so far, which is rare
or u '
Over the week-'*nd Mario
l"'b.fz ét te w.aa boiling at his family’s
sugarhouse near the Lamoille River
of Rt \16,78hd he was pleased to see

] gh lit improve from B to A.
He 1 halfa crop in, including
501 v, and is hoping the season

t he end of the week.
Tt'4 unbelievable that it’s still
; hat snow really helped,”
g‘ré' tte said
David Marvin of Johnson, one of

the stite's biggest syrup producers
and buyers, and president of the In-

ternational Maple Syrup Institute
termed the seasona “disaster.”

“We had every reason to expect
and need a good season,” Marvin
said. "We could have sold a bumper
crop at a good price.”

Marvin said that promotional
efforts have helped create a strong
market for Vermont maple syrup,
and dairy farmers certainly could
have used a boost from their
sugaring businesses.

But now Vermont producers

won't have enough product to meet
the demand, and could lose some of '

the markets that have been
developed during the past few years,
Customers will turn to other sweet-
ners, and could decide that Vermont
maple syrup producers are
unreliable.

There is also bad news for the !

average maple

Syrup consumer |

because retail prices will be driven
up by the shortage. Marvin said the |

price for a gallon in a gift shop will be

between $32 and $39 by this fall. f

thereare any gallonsavailable.”

He predicts that only half
gallons will be available at prices
ranging from $20 to $24, which was
the price range for a gallon last year
and at the start of this season.

The impact of the poor season is
even greater on the table market
because of the very short supply of
fancy and A medium amber, accor-
ding Marvin.
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McCarthy
At Gebbie -
Sugar Party

A vast number of Greensboro .

area residents and at least one

celebrated politician attended the .
highly successful Greensboro .

Bicentennial Sugar-On-Snow
Party held at the Donald Gebbie
sugar house on Aug. 10.

A member of the Greensboro .

Bicentennial Committee said that
well over 300 people came to the
sugar house on a hot and sticky
Sunday to be refreshed by the
various refreshments that were
available.

One pguest was former Sen.
Eugene McCarthy of Minnesota.
Sen. McCarthy is now engaged in
his third campaign for the
presidency, this time as an In-
dependent. He seemed to enjoy
himself and is reported to have
said, “Well, I puess that T am
really in George Aiken country.”
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ATRICIA GEBBIE 1946 -

GREENSBORO
MARRIED

DONALD MERCIER

Greenshoro

e v
)

Tennifer and. Je G

#
Y g - ‘ 7'.17 > !
IEMME MERCIER -
TEREMYE PR

1972, Tewnifer Mercier
/1770



SUSAN GEBBIE 1948 -

GREENSBORO East R \bAM7
MARRIED '

WILBUR LOCKE

SUSAN GEBBIE AND WILBUR LOCKE
DEBORAH AND AMY

De.l:ornl‘] LOCA‘G:." 197



DONALD GEBBIE 1931 -

GREENSBORO
MARRIED

AILEEN SHEA

C-reesssboce




" Stil'fll"i‘i“-t‘i_t 3

Last Tuesday Donnie and Peter Gebbie were still
wading around in about a foot of snow as they
gathered sap for making maple syrup at the family
farm in Greenshoro. Ken King of Woodbury
operated the small bulldozer to pull the sap tank. The
warm weather early last week and again over the

weekend has melted almost all the snow in the woods,
butasof Monday the Gebbies were still in business.
They gathered enough on Saturday to do some
boiling, and the pipeline ran a little on Sunday, so they
are waiting a couple more days to see what happens
before calling it quits. (Photo by Vanessa Fournier)

23|55




PETER GEB

GREENSBORO
MARRIED

SANDRA KING 195/

reemshbors

BIE 1955 -

DONALD SANDY PETER MADELINE
1970°S

¥
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Peter Gebbie’s sketch







MC LELLAN FARM
NOW GEBBIE’S MAPLEHURST




LUMSDEN

Picture of the Lumsden farm today
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Scots Among the Yankees:
The Settlement of Craftsbury East Hill

The East Hill migration was an
unplanned association that nevertheless
created one of the largest ethnic
enclaves to be found in Vermonr

a century ago.

By Bruce P. SHIELDS

ermont’s ethnic composition during the nineteenth century was

predominantly old-line Yankee. Scots were rare.! Three substan-

tial groups of Scots did exist, at Barnet, at Ryegate, and on the

East Hill, where the towns of Craftsbury, Glover, and Greenshoro corner.

The Barnet and Ryegate settlements, which predate Vermont statehood,

are well documented in the published histories of those towns and in later

articles. The origin of the East Hill settlement, partly because it lies in
three towns, has never been thoroughly reported.

Vermont, in contrast to many other parts of the United States in the
1800s, had few foreign settlements where a new community retained an
Old World identification. Most newcomers to Vermont from 1775 to 1825
came from the older parts of New England rather than from Europe. Else-
where in the United States individual factories imported European labor
or transplanted an entire manufacturing operation to American soil, in-
cluding transfers from Scotland. The carpet mills at Lowell, Massachu-
setts (1820s). and at Thompsonville (in the town of Enfield), Connect-
icut (1840s), came from Paisley and Kilmarnock, respectively, both in
Scotland.

Industrial recruiting did bring to Vermont such ethnic communities
as the Welsh slate workers of Fair Haven and the Italian and Scots granite
workers of Barre, but not the East Hill Scots. The East Hill settlement
had no distinct organization. Behind the other Scottish communities, Rye-
gate and Barnet, were formal joint-stock companies created in Scotland

i



between five and ten. This estimate is based on the number passed immediately before and after
this half decade

 Sce Laws of Vermont, 1804-1835, passim. See also card index o Manuscripr Vermonr State
Fapers, compiled by Mary G. Nye. Search must be made in this invaluable scholarly aid by name
as supplied in the laws, as Nye did not index under adoption, change of name, or inheritance rights.

7 For substantiation, see Laws of Vermont, 1841-1862. In the first period twenty-five and during
the second sixteen of the adoptions completed granted only inheritance rights and no change of name.
These are included in the figures given above, even though some of them probably concerned adults,
That the general law of 1863 (see Laws of Vermont. 1863, 416-417) allowed the adoption of both
children and adults without change of name argues for their inclusion

% See Laws of Vermont, 1853, Public Act No. 50, 42-44.

¥ For these returns, see ibid., 1855, 222, 1859, 181

# The records of the Secretary of State’s Office on adoption, including those for 1853~ 1863, were
onginally located in its state papers division and later in its vital records division. Robert 1. Hag-
erman, assistant editor of the State Papers of Vermont, compiled from these records and from the
laws of Vermont 1801-1870 a card file of changes of name. including those involved in adoptions.
The original set of cards is in the State Archives, Secretary of State’s Office. These cards also, of
course, show only two adoptions under the law of 1833

41 For substantiation of these figures, see Laws of Vermont, 18411862, For previous mention
of these and other figures on the number of adoptions, see n. 36 above.

42 For the text of this statutory provision, see General Statutes of the State of Vermont (1863), 415-417.

) That some foster parents —and possibly some adopted children as well - desired to leave the
child's name unchanged 1s at least suggested by the fact that about thirty of the 150 or so special
acts passed in the previous decade and concerned with adoption did not include change of name but
only inheritance rights.

“ The Vermont Supreme Court in a decision in 1866, which has already been discussed here
as concerned with a case of adoption in about 1848, clearly implied that the courts might guestion
whether a particular foster parent was a “suitable person” (o undertake an adoption. As there were
no provisions in either the common law or statute law to sanction such intervention by the courts
in matters of adoption, the Supreme Court must have found authority for it in the general principles
of the law. See Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of the State of Ver-
mont; March Term, 1866, vol. 39, n.s. 21 (Town of Tunbridge v. Town of Eden). The Supreme Count
also took the occasion to give high praise 10 the social advantages of adoption. See ibid . 23.

4% For the provision with respect to the change of name, sec General Statwtes of the State of Ver
mont (1863), 416-417.

5 For this provision, sec Laws of Vermont, 1853, no. 50, 43, and General Staiures of the State
of Vermont, chap. 56, 416,

41 See Corpus Juris Secundam, vol, 2, p. 420,



expressly to finance emigration to the United States. No such company
ever existed for East Hill.

The East Hill migration was an unplanned association that neverthe-
less created one of the largest ethnic enclaves to be found in Vermont
a century ago. During thirty-five active years of immigration, some sixty
families from a compact area of Scotland came 1o form a close-knit and
related community in Vermont. At the high point of the settlement, as
shown by the 1860 federal census, almost 10 percent of the combined
population of Greensboro, Craftsbury, and West Glover was of Scots birth.
In that same year, by contrast, only three Scots-born individuals (from
a combined population of about 5,000) lived in the nearby towns of Hyde
Park, Johnson, and Cambridge. In Stowe, a typical mid-nineteenth-century
Vermont town, the only Scot in the 1850 census was one Edward Lothian,
tailor. Brownington's one Scot was also a tailor. Had the East Hill Scots
lived all in one town, the effect would have been similar to that of Barnet.
But because of their dispersion among three towns, as well as for some
religious and political reasons I discuss below, the distinctively Scottish
features of their culture were dissipated rather than reinforced by town
government.

The East Hill Scottish settlement was predominantly agricultural. The
first Scots settler in East Hill, Robert Trumbull, was one of the first four
settlers of Craftsbury. Born at Cambuslang, he enlisted in the Royal Marines
about 1774.2 He jumped ship (literally) at Newport, Rhode Island, in
1779 and joined the Connecticut Volunteers. He retired in 1786 as a vet-
eran on the American side of the Revolution. Trumbull and Ebenezer
Crafts were the only Revolutionary pensioners resident in Craftsbury.
Congress and state legislatures had promised land to all veterans who
continued in service to the conclusion of peace. Possibly a beneficiary
of bounty land, Trumbull joined a community of veterans both of the
Revolution and of the government side of Shays’s Rebellion. All other
early settlers of Craftsbury were Yankees from the area of Sturbridge,
Massachusetts.

Robert was joined by his brother, Thomas, who dwelled briefly at Wil-
braham, Massachusetts. They jointly farmed at East Crafisbury Four
Corners, where they built the first frame house in town. The Trumbulls
helped organize a Reformed Presbyterian (commonly called Covenanter)
church around 1813. This denomination had very strong ties to Scotland.
The Trumbulls accumulated capital by a combination of farming and com-
merce, including the operation of a sawmill and possibly a gristmill on
Whetstone Brook. From 1790 to 1820, the Trumbulls were the only Scots
in the East Hill area. About 1820 Robert’s son John King Trumbull re-
turned to Cambuslang, then a country village east of Paisley in Scotland,
to collect a legacy.? The Trumbulls maintained strong ties to Scots in the



Barnet and Ryegate communities and Canada and to family in Scollamj.
The Trumbulls were willing to venture their capital to aid other Scots;
they wrote morigages in Craftsbury and Greensboro for some twenty-
five years after 1820, helping nearly a dozen Scots families to buy farms.

Scots migrants overwhelmingly settled in Pennsylvania, Ohio, or other
destinations in the American Midwest. The Trumbull family is almost
certainly responsible for attracting the East Hill band of migrants to Ver-
mont. In about 1800 John K. Trumbull’s cousin Agnes married into the
Barnet family of Somers, which (like the Trumbulls) originated in
Cambuslang.* During his trip to Scotland, John K. Trumbull surely visited
relatives, probably including Somers in-laws.

New Scots emigrants appear in the East Hill area almost immediately
after John K. Trumbull’s journey. According to the History of Greens-
boro, the first Scots settler in that town was John Patterson in 1821 his
town of origin is not stated. In 1825 the first group of Scots immigrants
appears: Robert Boyd of Kilmarnock (who came to Greensboro), Alex-
ander Shields of Galston, and William Woodburn of Darvel (both to
Glover), all with roots in the Irvine Valley of Ayrshire. The earliest Scots
settlers regularly traveled in groups consisting of extended family.

We can only speculate why thirty years passed from 1790 before other
Scots joined the Trumbulls. Two general conditions inhibited Scottish
immigration during that period. First, in the United States from 1788
to about 1800 a profound recession blocked economic development. Rec-
ords in the Vermont State Archives demonstrate the issues: bitter peti-
tions for money to build roads and bridges in the towns in the northeast
and town meetings dominated by wrangling over the ratio of cash and
kind in the payment of taxes. Second, in Britain before 1825 no person
who had served an apprenticeship could emigrate without permission
of the Crown. Skilled tradesmen therefore could not legally emigrate with
their families and household goods, especially if their landlords were
reluctant to lose them.® Scots become numerous in East Hill soon after
the 1825 amendments to the British Statutes of Apprentices. Scots crafts-
men had traditionally lived on subsistence farms of less than 5 acres vari-
ously called “crofts” or “cotts,” a style of life the new Scots settlers at first
emulated. But they rapidly found that a farm of 60 acres or more could
be acquired in East Hill for the value of a bare house in Scotland. Avail-
ability of land made America very attractive.

The pull of America reinforced a twofold push from Scotland: the in-
dustrial and agricultural revolutions. The spread of factories with power
looms created unemployment throughout Scotland from 1790 on. During
the initial slow increments of the industrial revolution, many self-employed
contractors such as weavers, shoemakers, and coopers had enough assets
to emigrate when their opportunity for work diminished at home.



.....................

Step by step with the industrial revolution, an equally remarkable agri-
cultural revolution was taking place in Scotland. The large landowners
who dominated British agriculture began consolidating farms especially
rapidly after 1800 to eliminate leaseholds they considered too small to
support a family. Displaced peasants (analogous to American sharecrop-
pers) moved into towns, competing there as weavers or lace makers for
jobs in small factories or as pieceworkers who worked at home. Simul-
taneously, therefore, economic pressure squeezed Scots out of handicrafts
and off their farms. Sometimes called the Clearances, this rural depopu-
lation is celebrated in melancholy songs such as Robert Burns's “My Heart
Is in the Highlands.”

By 1850 Scotland was the most urbanized country in the world.” Rapid
social change created political upheaval, marked by the great Reform Bill
of 1832, Ensuing social turmoil inflamed the young Karl Marx, who made
several tours of Scottish factories at this time. Popular opposition to both
the agricultural and mechanical revolutions crystallized about 1840 into
the Chartist movement, whose growth was characterized by riots and
insurrections. Scots rural artisans were forced at an accelerating pace
to choose between a move to a Scottish city to continue in their trade
of weaving or a move to America to enable them to own a farm. Those
who went 1o the great city slums became by the end of the nineteenth
century the radical or communist backbone of the British Socialist Party.
The East Hill Scots all preferred to leave their homeland rather than be-
come proletarians in a city such as Glasgow.®

Nowhere in Scotland were the changes greater than in the Irvine Valley
of Ayrshire, some 30 miles south of Glasgow, on the estates of the Camp-
bell family of Loudoun, from which many East Hill migrants originated.
Vermont may have been attractive because its geography and climate closely
resemble Loudoun Parish. The Irvine Water flows in a deep valley among
the fertile and rainy (60 inches annually) sandstone hills of eastern Ayrshire,
providing many mill sites in the 15 miles from Loudoun Hill to Kilmar-
nock. An ancient borough (incorporated town), Kilmarnock was a center
of trade and education from about the year 1200.

Between Kilmarnock and the watershed at Loudoun Hill lie the vil-
lages of Galston, New Milns, and Darvel. Galston was the castle village
for the Campbells of Loudoun (closely allied to the Campbells of Argyle),
whose estate of more than 100,000 acres reached from the suburbs of
Kilmarnock to Loudoun Hill. Loudoun Parish roughly traces the tradi-
tional boundaries of the Loudoun estate. The earls of Loudoun and their
cadets at Cessnock, just south of Galston, were among the wealthiest
families in Scotland.” In the 1820s Galston was an important economic
center in Scotland.

Three miles east of Galston is New Milns, the market town of the



Loudoun estates. Two miles east of New Milns lies the village of Barvel,
its main street dominated by a towering volcanic plug called the Hill
of Loudoun. In 1825 Darvel had just begun to grow from a monthly
farmers' market to a bustling manufacturing town. East of Darvel is the
parish of Strathaven, on the Avon River in Lanarkshire. On the heights
near Loudoun Hill is Stobbieside, site of the battle of Drumclog (1646).
a key locale in the Covenanter martyrology. '? The religious link between
East Hill and Loudoun Parish probably nearly equaled the link of kinship.

The Irvine Valley was a strong center of the Covenanter wing of the
Scots Presbyterian Church. During the “killing times” of the English civil
wars, from 1645 to 1688, the earls of Loudoun had led Covenanter armies,
and members of the Loudoun family, along with many of their tenants,
were executed by the invading English. The entire upper Irvine Valley
constituted a nearly homogeneous social unit, with one laird (landlord),
one kirk (the Presbyterian Church), and close kinship. That social unit
was a clan—not in the nostalgic sense promoted at Highland Games but
as a simple matter of fact—with the family at Loudoun Castle head of
the clan. Later in the nineteenth century, the discovery of coal, introduc-
tion of railways, and social changes mentioned above eroded the clan
relationship in the Irvine Valley as elsewhere in Scotland.

The Campbells of Loudoun were leaders in the “agricultural improve-
ment” movement. As landlords they sought greater income by consoli-
dating fields and siting factories and housing tracts on their lands. Yet
linked by blood and church to their tenants and farmers, they resisted
such harsh depopulation as resulted in the Highland Clearances. The grad-
ualist “improving” philosophy of the Loudoun family encouraged tenants
to “go out” (emigrate) with their families intact. Instead of simply evict-
ing renters and demolishing their cottages, Loudoun estate would detach
the old cottage with its Kailyard (garden) so that the house could still be
inhabited. For instance, in Darvel the farm anciently called Lilyloan con-
tained about 60 acres. When the lands of Lilyloan (now known as Lee-
loan) were consolidated with those of Henryton (occupied by kin of the
Findlay family of Greensboro), title to the cottage with 1.3 acres of land
was granted to the family actually living on Lilyloan at the time. Henry-
ton in time was lumped with the lands of Quarterhouse, Newhouse, and
other steadings to create a tract of more than 400 acres, which can profit-
ably be worked as a modern farm.'" As the land-based rural population
of Loudoun Parish declined through the nineteenth century, families had
to leave: their choice was Glasgow or America.

Some Irvine Valley Scots who came to East Hill brought enough cash
to Vermont to buy their farms; some borrowed funds from family in Scot-
land; others relied on the friendly aid of kin like the Trumbulls already
in Vermont. They hoped simply to recreate their Ayrshire lives in Ver-
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mont, with less disruption than they would have experienced by moving
to the factories of Darvel, Kilmarnock, or, worst of all, Glasgow. They
found at East Hill a Presbyterian church and farms where they could also
ply a variety of skilled trades, including weaving (wool and linen),
cooperage, fine joinery, housebuilding, shoemaking, and knitting, for
a diversified income. Almost all the Scots settlers of East Hill derived
from the upper Irvine Valley and adjacent parts of Fenwick, Avondale,
and East Kilbride Parishes and were connected to Loudoun Parish.

James Trumbull, elder son of Thomas Trumbull (the first Robert’s
brother), was referred to both in Crafisbury and Ayr as “Captain.” A cap-
tain in the Craftsbury militia troop, he was apparently engaged in trade,
for which purpose he traveled extensively. He is placed six times between
1828 and 1840 at the Galston home of Robert Shields, whose brother
John was forester for Loudoun Castle and whose nephew ran the mains
{home farm) for the Loudoun estates.'? A second brother to Robert Shields
was Alexander Shields, who moved to West Glover, Vermont, from Darvel
in 1827, James Trumbull may have had commercial dealing with the estates
of Loudoun.

The Andersons, five families of them, also came from Darvel and were
known tenants of Loudoun. James Anderson’s name appears on a Loudoun
estate list from 1835.'* The MacLaren, Boyd, and Smith families came
from Kilmarnock. From the Irvine Valley came Barclay, Calderwood,
Black, Esden, Kendrick, Macomber, Young, Moodie, Findlay, Shields,
Patterson, and Gilmour. From Paisley came John Urie, and from Pollock-
shaw (7 miles north of Kilmarnock) came the Simpson and perhaps Mitch-
ell and Salmon families. The first wave of families who moved to East
Hill were interrelated, though the details are obscure.

Some local Vermont place-names arose from the Scots settlement. The
northwest corner of Greensboro and adjacent West Glover, now almost
depopulated, was long known as the MacLaren district; Barr Hill,



Gebbie Corner, and Mitchell Hill, all in Greensboro, commemorate
Scots settlers. The area from Beach Hill in West Glover along the East
Crafisbury road to the village of East Crafisbury is still known as
Andersonville.

While their Vermont destination is known, the route by which these
Scots entered the United States is uncertain. Naturalization documents
do not exist for most because of the Covenanter heritage of much of the
group. The Covenanter Church derived from the Reformation in Scot-
land. For fifty years during the civil wars, the Long Parliament, and the
Restoration, armed forces of the Episcopalian governments both of Scot-
land and England ravaged the glens of eastern Ayrshire, leaving a legacy
of antigovernment feeling. Partly in revulsion to government persecution,
Covenanters refused on scriptural authority to take any kind of oath and
refused to pledge allegiance to a government not founded on Scripture. '
A confessional church, the Covenanters held to a detailed set of published
standards for both faith and social behavior.

Covenanter refusal to take oaths complicated their U.S. citizenship.
Without oaths, they could not be naturalized in the usual way by swear-
ing allegiance to the U.S. Constitution before a justice.'® East Hill Scots
who arrived before 1850 simply never made naturalization declarations,
and consequently their port of entry cannot be discovered, except by oral
tradition. Some Andersons entered via Montreal, as did the Youngs. The
Calderwoods landed at New York City and moved to Schenectady. from
which place part of the family came to Craftsbury and Greensboro.
Alexander Shields, according to tradition, landed first at Albany, New
York. took a barge to Vergennes, Vermont, and then traveled by oxcart
to Craftsbury. A Gebbie in transit found the situation at Montreal so pleas-
ant that he never joined his relative in Greensboro. Isabelle Anderson’s
1853 diary records a protracted voyage from Glasgow to New York.'®
A narrative printed in the History of Greensboro describes a large party
including Simpsons, Mitchells, Barclays, and Smiths landing at Montreal.'”
Apparently, the choice of migration route was opportunistic, perhaps dic-
tated by what shipping was available from Greenock (dredging of the
Clyde to permit navigation directly from Glasgow was not complete until
the East Hill migration had ended).

Lack of naturalization led to a civil rights problem for the Covenanters,
as found in a petition addressed by the Reverend James Milligan, Cove-
nanter minister at Ryegate and Craftsbury, to the Vermont legislature in
approximately 1833.'® The legislature was perplexed by the case and first
tried to postpone action indefinitely, The petition begins by stating that
the Covenanters were a people who for 150 years acknowledged no earthly
sovereign. Milligan prays relief from taking the oath of loyalty, stating
that the right of his parishioners to own property was being questioned



and that they stood to lose their farms. From his petition it is unclear
whether he meant the oath of naturalization or the Vermont Freeman's
Oath,'? but because of his objection to swearing allegiance to a system
that recognized slavery. he was doubtless referring to the oath of natu-
ralization. The legislature, deadlocked at the same time in the anti-Masonic
controversy, eventually supplied an enigmatic law designed to ease the
situation for the Masons and the Covenanters alike.

Because Covenanters refused to take oaths, they also never served in
political offices outside their towns. Their relatives who were members
of the United Presbyterian Church in Greensboro, however, were not bound
by this stricture; John Smith, for instance, represented Greensboro in
the General Assembly. Covenanters were also elected to govern district
schools: the Reverend John Taylor, the last Covenanter minister in East
Craftsbury, was superintendent of the village school, The Freeman’s Oath
was not made prerequisite for attendance at town meeting until the twen-
ticth century. Covenanters scrupulously obeyed all civil laws and, accord-
ing to Reverend Milligan, made certain that none of their own people
ever became a burden to the town.?® Orphans and widows were provided
succor among the more prosperous members of the community. Cove-
nanters did much of their own road work and, following old provisions
of Vermont law. laid taxes upon property of members to support their
church. This tax was collected by their own tithingmen up to about 1850.2!
The East Hill folk assimilated slowly to the Yankee ways of the North-
east Kingdom, marrying primarily among themselves for at least two
generations, until after World War 1.

Their settlement has no special architectural mark. Because they were
not the original settlers in the area, they customarily bought existing farm-
steads from Yankees who had migrated west. The simple New England
gable or Cape house so closely resembles the lowland Scots farmhouse
that no distinct architectural signature marks even the buildings the Scots
immigrants designed.

Contrary to what we might expect from seemingly rigid religious prin-
ciples, their Reformed view of learning prompted many Scots to aspire
to a higher level of education than did their Yankee neighbors. The first
generation attended Dartmouth and Union Colleges, among others.
Robert Trumbull Jr. was a college professor. His cousin, son of Rev-
erend Milligan by Robert Trumbull's daughter, in 1840 founded Geneva
College in Northwood, Ohio. A number of the East Hill people attended
Geneva, both in Northwood and after its move to Beaver Falls, Penn-
sylvania. A Calderwood went to India as a missionary, and Dunbars
who moved to Michigan were also college teachers. With their family
connections to Scotland and church connections to Covenanter commu-



nities throughout North Amcr}cu. t!’lcy mmnla!nej a LroaJ worldview.
Their cosmopolitan intellectual outlook contrasted with a “clannish” per-
sonal style and strict adherence to detailed standards of behavior and
belief.??

Prior to the Civil War, Covenanters worked with the Garrisonite radi-
cal abolitionists and supported John Brown's group in Kansas. They
strongly advocated educating blacks and pushed for full political and eco-
nomic emancipation. Despite their horror of oaths, Covenanters served
in the Civil War, though apparently because of the demographics few
names from the East Hill community are recorded. The Ryegate and
Topsham Covenanter churches, however, contributed their share. Follow-
ing the Civil War, a number of young people from East Hill families taught
at the Freedmen’s School in Washington, D.C., which became Howard
University. They also joined the great westward move following the open-
ing of the railroads, still tending to emigrate in Kinship groups.

East Hill women were well educated, possibly because in Scottish
law women were accorded more parity with men than in Anglo-Saxon
law. By the end of the nineteenth century, the East Hill emphasis on edu-
cation and sexual equality produced women of great talent. To take just
two instances, Margaret Calderwood Shields was one of the first U.S.
women to receive a Ph.D. in physics; Mary Jean Simpson was a com-
mander of the Women’s Army Corps and later dean at the University of
Vermont.

Personal diffidence, aversion to secular politics, and a continuing strong
commitment to farming have kept the East Hill people relatively little
known inside Vermont. At the same time, members of those families made
their marks in church and intellectual affairs throughout the nation.
Eventually, some of the social changes they left Scotland to avoid over-
took northern Vermont. The Covenanter Church in East Craftsbury re-
organized as United Presbyterian in 1906, soon after the counterpart church
in Scotland reunited with the Kirk of Scotland. Since then consolidation
of farms, out-migration, and demographic shifts have diluted the com-
munity. A few remain on farms that have been in the family since the
1830s. Correspondence with the Scots cousins died out, but a stay in rural
Ayrshire will suggest that much of the culture remains on East Hill.
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Arlington Along the Battenkill: Its Pictured Past

By Hugh Henry (Arlington, Vt.; Arlington Townscape Association,
1993, pp. 152, paper, $19.95).

ithin the genre of Vermont town histories, the photo history has

become the choice of many local historians over the past forty
years. Photographs are usually loosely grouped by topic, with captions
relating dates and observations about the people, buildings, and scenes
pictured. Depending on the available photographs, these histories tell
diverse stories united only by some relation to a place defined by a po-
litical boundary. Confronted with such a smorgasbord, Vermont History
reviewers tend to praise the quality of the photographs, their captions,
and even the layout and reproduction.

Judged in this vein, Arlington Along the Battenkill: lts Pictured Past
is certainly one of the best Vermont photo histories published. It excels
at presenting a remarkable body of photographs with substantial captions
that identify subjects and comment on some aspect of life or change in
Arlington. The variety of photographic subjects is noteworthy, ranging
from landscapes to social group and building portraits to scenes of in-
dustrial and farm labor to a sewing bee, a steamship launch, and the
Smith’s Cash Store Chicken Catch! For such diversity, we are in large
measure indebted to George Russell of Arlington, who began collecting
historical material and photographs early in this century, eventually es-
tablishing one of the foremost Vermont history collections (now preserved
as the Russell Collection of Vermontiana at the Martha Canfield Library
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