








The Greensboro Historical Society
Gratefully acknowledges Paul Wood who
provided most of the tools and implements for this
year's exhibit.

Others who contributed artifacts for the exhibit:
Cathie Wilkinson, Ercel Harvey, Martha Niemi,
Jan Travers, Alice Perron, and the GHS
Collection
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Inside the Gristmill
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Milk Stool (1226)

This innovative and ergonomically-correct milk stool,
made in Holland, straps onto the backside of the milker
and is always at the ready as he or she moves from cow
to cow. The seat is contoured for comfort and the single
iron leg terminates in a shock absorbing spring.









Curd Chopper (797)

Before the introduction of the curd mill, this hand
chopper was used to break the curd into small pieces
before salting and pressing. The curd mill was not only
faster but produced a more uniform granule. A similar
tool was also used to chop root vegetables.












Shoulder Yoke (1997.005.06)

A typical bucket carrier. Hand-made to fit
over the shoulders.

Donated by Gordon Richardson




Wooden Bucket (1997.014.02)

Used to bring milk from barn, collect sap,
bring water to house or barn. Two buckets
could be carried by yoke hung over
shoulders.

Donated by Robert Wilson Family
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Sap Gathering Pails (1165, 2045.1)

These pails, usually suspended from the ends of a
- shoulder yoke, were used to gather maple sap from tree-
mounted sap buckets. The inwardly slanted sides
prevented sloshing of the sap over the edges of the pail
as the farmer walked from tree to tree.



Swing Dingle (n142)

The swing dingle was an early form of the Peavy used
by lumbermen to roll logs. It was also called the

"swinging bitch' because of its loosely attached cant
hook.






Ox Yoke (479)

Most oxen were used in pairs — typically trained
together from a young age and destined to work their
entire adult life together. Ox yokes are simple in design
(as contrasted with work horse harnesses) and were
often made by the farmer during slack times. The draw
chain was attached to the central ring. Oxen were slow
but had great pulling power and were not fussy eaters.
In the 1850s, oxen began to be replaced by work horses
as farm machinery requiring greater speed was
introduced.
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Auger for Drilling Holes










Log Marking Hammer (957)

The log marking hammer was used by a lumberman to
mark the ends of his harvested logs with a unique
symbol. This identified his logs at the sawmill among
those of all the other lumbermen.




Bit Brace (206)

This wooden brace of ancient design used a center bit
for boring holes. It was a slower and less accurate
means of hole boring used before the introduction of the
boring machine.











































Man's Boot (1994.005.02)

Note wooden nails to attach sole. Handy boot
straps were made as part of the boot itself.
Boots before 1860 were often made to fit

either foot.

Donated by Gordon Richardson
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Weaving Shuttle (1995.010)



Flax (Tow) Wheel (2368)

This wheel was used to spin tow (coarse flax or hemp),
probably for cordage. The flyer is driven by a treadle
via a cast iron crank. Shaft end opposite the flywheel is
held in place by a removable leather strap.






Dash Churn (1241)

The dash or “up-and-down” churn was one of the
earliest and simplest forms of butter churns. The up-
and-down motion produced butter in about a half hour.
The churning process was much improved with the
cylinder churn and the swing churn which produced
better quality butter in less time and with less effort.



Child's Shoe (2006.043.03)

Found in the walls of Sam Ladd's House

Donated by Anne Harbison



Child’s Bathtub (2747)

A small bathtub with outwardly flaring sides provided
the needed support for an infant or very young child.










Cheese Press Form (44)

This bentwood cylindrical form was used to retain and

shape the curd during pressing. The disk-shaped

follower transmitted pressure from the press to the top
of the curd.



Cheese Press Drain Board (2147)

The drain board was positioned below the cheese press
form and served to catch the whey as it was expelled
from the pressed curd. A circular moat directed the
whey to a spout and thence into a tub or can on the
floor below.












Ironing Board (1112)

The main feature of this wooden ironing board is the
adjustable height mechanism which consists of a

notched wooden rod with a spring-loaded steel pawl (or
detent) that fits into the notches.

Tulip Quilt

Appliqued with button-hole stitch
Made by Mrs. Sam Ladd

Donated by Marion Stegner






Sampler (1997.002)

Made by Caroline Hale at age 14 in 1819.
Caroline (1805, Greensboro - 1886, Glover)
was the daughter of Ashbel and Patience Hale
of Greensboro.

Donated by Cary Hale Keith
Frame made by Courtland Perry, Sr.










Wooden Balls (2006.043.01,02)

Found in the walls of Sam Ladd's House

Donated by Anne Harbison










Galvanized Wash Tub (26, 2046.2)

In the late 19 Century, the galvanized metal wash tub
replaced the coopered wooden tub. It was less
expensive, lichter and more durable.













~ Jug (1996.061)

From the Richie Farm in North Greensboro
Used for liquids such as cider, vinegar, syrup.

Donated by Charles and Rosanna Jaffin
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